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In this paper the notion of policy networks is seen from two viewpoints: as a form of mediation, and as a form of government. Both views comprise the conceptual, theoretical foundation which explains the influence that relationships have upon the actors, in order to identify domestic violence as a problem, include it on the public agenda, and design, implement and evaluate specific policies for its prevention and attention. This explanation draws from formal network anaysis for its composition, morphology and structure. The networks of three Mexican federal entities are studied: the Federal District, Guanajuato and Puebla, where inititatives and programs are implemented to attend to and prevent intra-marital domestic violence, and where there is a legal framework to punish domestic violence.
